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Common Entrance History
Revision Tips – For Parents 
Preparation for the History Common Entrance exam is very much about quality rather than quantity. Sitting for hours, reading through reams of notes, will not be as useful as focused, specific and exam related revision. Any help that you could give would be very gratefully received. 
The CE History Exam – 60 minutes 
The paper is challenging for all and the most common complaint from the students is that there is not enough time to complete everything to the standard they would like – this is a very fair point and one that all prep school History teachers have been arguing for years. It will not change this year and therefore time management and familiarisation of the paper are essential. Exam technique must be looked at in some considerable detail and this they have done during their CE course. They will also spend the entire run up to the ‘real thing’ preparing for the paper. The paper is split into 2 sections and this is how they work…this would mean more if you ask your child to show you a paper! 
Section A – Evidence Questions 
The students regularly practice source questions in class and should aim to complete some questions at home for revision.

In the June exams, the subject matter for the Evidence Questions will be either King John or Medieval  Women – we will prepare for both during next term 
The students will be presented with 3 sources; 2 written and 1 pictorial. Each source will have a brief description of its provenance and there will always be a mix of contemporary with more modern sources. There will be 4 questions. The students know that they take a very specific format and will be able to explain to you the ‘rules’ for answering each one. 

Q1. (2 marks) A basic comprehension question aimed at Source A and requiring one sentence and a short quotation to illustrate the point. E.G: 

The writer of source A shows that the monks were lazy when he writes that ‘the monks spent their days drinking and singing, ignoring their duties.’ 
Q2. (3 marks) As above but focused on source B and requiring 2 sentences and a little more detail. Short and relevant quotations are essential. 

Q3. (7 marks) A comparison between sources is needed with the students explaining not just HOW they agree or disagree but also WHY they agree or disagree. Students are normally asked to compare the picture source to the 2 written sources and to decide which agrees more. They must pick one and then explain what the picture shows and how and why that links to what the chosen source describes. They must then explain how and why the other source did not agree as much. Quotes to support their comments are essential. 

Q4. (8 marks) The most difficult question as it concerns provenance and source utility. They will be asked to pick the most useful / reliable so must focus on 3 key areas: Nature, Origin, Purpose (NOP) of ALL of the sources and then come to a considered judgement. Any discussions with your child on source utility would really help. 

If they follow these basic rules they will get a good mark, even if they have not necessarily interpreted every source as they were intended. Technique is the key and if they ignore it they will lose marks very quickly – ALL of the students are very aware of this fact! For questions 3 and 4 they have specific formulas to act as ‘tick sheets’ during the stresses of the exam. 

Section B – Essay Section 
I expect the students to prepare fully for at least 3 different essays although from the 10 essays on offer they must choose ONE. Each essay is divided into Part A (20 marks) and a Part B (10 marks) and both must be answered as separate entities. Part A will always ask the boys to ‘Describe’ an event, a problem or a battle. Part B will always ask the students to ‘Explain’ something that links to that event, problem or battle. They must avoid repetition and must be analytical in Part B. This essay must lead with ideas and have the historical evidence to support them, not a story followed by a short comment at the end. The essay topics that the students have focused on and are most commonly chosen in CE are, in no particular order: 
The Norman Conquest and Battle of Hastings. 

King John and his problems with Church, Barons, money and King Phillip. 

The quarrels between King Henry II and Thomas Becket. 
The Crusades
Edward I and his conquests of Wales and Scotland. 

The Black Death: origins, spread, symptoms, reactions, effects. 

The Peasant’s Revolt: origins, demands, events, aftermath. 

Revision notes / Practice questions 
Students should use their class notes and essays they have written to help prepare them for the exam. Their notes for the presentations they have delivered will trigger memories of many DVD’s, visual aids and discussions that have taken place in the classroom. Wider reading is not essential but certainly helps. As well as this they should use their new text books and may also use the new ISEB Revision guide as these have been written by the people who write the CE paper so it stands to reason that they will be an invaluable tool. 

Revision – Keep it very focused. Do not revise everything! 
I have always insisted that the students write notes / plans / diagrams when revising and I like to think that they will remember many of their favourite topics without having to spend hours going through their notes. I have advised them to revise for their essay section using a variety of strategies but all involve breaking large chunks of information into manageable slices using colour coded note taking. To reinforce their learning and understanding they should involve discussion, regular review, tests, timed questions. 
A very simple structure could be as follows: 
1. Pick a topic. 

2. Use past exam papers to create a list of possible essay questions which may be asked. 

3. Decide on a common theme and get all available revision notes ready. 

4. Using a blank piece of A4 paper, start by writing the chosen essay title (separate Part A ‘Describe…’ and Part B ‘Explain…’) in the middle of the paper and then use the revision notes to create key coloured ‘legs’ for the spider. Chronology and numbering of the ‘legs’ may help some students to bring order to their essay. 

5. The written detail should be brief and may include little pictures which can help to trigger memories, very much in the style of mind mapping. 

6. Use different colours for different legs and keep it all very neat. 

7. When complete, your child should be able to give a detailed explanation as to what they have written. If not they need to go back to their revision notes. 

8. This plan can then be used to write a full essay under time pressure – no more than 30 minutes for both Part A (15-20 mins) and B (10-15 mins). 

9. Always follow a Part A plan with a Part B plan as the two are closely linked. Part B must be led with your child’s thoughts and not a regurgitation of Part A. 
If you need further help please do contact me at school.

Deborah Speakman
