Things to know….

….about the resort

Resort Map

There is a resort map in the apartment information pack, which will help you find your bearings.  Please remember to leave this behind for future guests.

Where to shop

There is a local food shop within easy walking distance which sells all the essentials including bread and milk.  To find it walk back up to the main road in the resort village and directly cross over (by the sign to shops/lojas) and the shop will be found 200 yards up this road.  

The shop opens at 9.00 am and at the time of writing it closes at 6.00 pm.  It is shut over lunchtime between 1pm – 2pm.  On Sunday it closes for the afternoon.  Please check for yourself as times can vary depending on the time of year.

The Clubhouse and pro shop

The Clubhouse is very welcoming and has a large bar with T.V.s and lots of comfy seats and newspapers to read.  Coffee and light snacks can be taken in the bar and on the terrace.  There is a more formal restaurant, which is good and there is also a take away menu ( they do a very tasty take away pizza), which is included in this pack.  All offer good international food with pleasant service.

The pro shop is also within the building along with a cash machine.

Golf 

The 18 hole golf course is accessed through the Clubhouse and on the opposite side of the road you will find the putting green and driving range.  You can hire clubs and buggies and have professional tuition.  Green fees range from 75 to 95 euros but please check with the Clubhouse.  There is a minimum handicap requirement on the course of 28 for men and 36 for ladies.

The Games Room at the Clubhouse

There is a games room beneath the Clubhouse, which is good for all the family.

The Marriott Hotel

The Marriott is an excellent 5 start hotel, which provides everything you would expect including:

Spa – various spa packages and treatments available but booking is recommended

Leisure centre – open to non-residents for session, part day or whole day packages.  This provides access to the large gym, indoor pool, outdoor pool and all other leisure facilities and classes.

Bike Hire - Bikes can be hired through the Marriott for half day or whole day sessions.  Ask the Concierge for details

Bars and Restaurants – The hotel has its main restaurant/buffet called “The Altantic Grill” where you can eat in or out on the terrace overlooking the ocean (see sample menu in pack).  There is the “Sharks” bar by the pool where you can order bar snacks and there is the “Romy” Restaurant for formal dining and is the most expensive of the three.

Shop – In the reception area there is a small gift shop that sells useful things like camera film, batteries etc. and also sells yesterday’s English newspapers.

Cash Machine – There is a cash machine which takes all major cards situated behind the reception bar.

Internet Access – For a fee (15 mins or 1 hour sessions) you can use the internet room, which is useful for online airline check in if you use this.  15 minutes costs 3.50 euros.  Ask reception for access.

Taxis – You can get taxis from the Marriott.

Tours – There are organised tours to Lisbon and other sites available through the Concierge.  An example leaflet is included in our pack but please check with the Hotel.

Children’s Playground in Resort

You will see on your right as you travel further into the resort, there is a well equipped kids playground – great for small kids.

Tennis Courts

There are seven all weather tennis courts available for your use.  These are located on the left as you first enter the village and therefore only short walk from the apartment.   The Club is run by Portuguese National coaches who provide clinics for kids and adults.  Court hire from 4-6 euros per hour or buy and unlimited time pass for around 20 euros for 3 days and 55 euros for 10 days.

The PDR beach

The beach at Praia D’el Rey is exceptional.  It is huge with lovely soft sand and never busy.  It’s very impressive and well worth regular visits either to walk or to sunbathe.  It is worth pointing out that this is the Atlantic and as such the surf can be big and the current strong.  Bathing is not recommended at certain times of year. During July and August you should take care but swimming is fine (within the markers).  There is a hotel lifeguard from 9 am – 5 pm.  Swimming is not really advisable for young kids and so we recommend other beaches for swimming – see later.

The best way to access the beach is to drive (or walk) to the Marriott and from there you can either park in the car park or take the last road on the left opposite the entrance to the Marriott and then first right and park in this cul-de-sac.  From here you can walk to the steps which drop down to the beach which can also be reached by going through the hotel and outside pool area.

Building work

Praia D’el Rey is now well developed but there is still building work ongoing and some within ear shot of the apartment.  This can’t really be avoided and is rarely a nuisance.  You may find at times loud machinery being used but this rarely persists.  Portuguese builders are most active in the morning (8 am) but take a long lunch and finish early!  We have also found that they are friendly and considerate.

